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of people were at stake, they were hardly deserving of
refutation.

The people, in the mass, behaved well throughout these
critical trials. They proved themselves to be neither demoral-
ized nor pauperized by the receipt of relief. Their zeal and
anxiety never slackened for restoring the cultivation and
making the most of even momentary opportunities which might
offer. Patient courage, unflinching endurance, self-help in
extremity, were the honourable characteristics of their general
conduct.

In most of these arduous operations for the relief of
famine the chief executive officer was Mr. (now Sir Steuart)
Bayley, the Commissioner of Behar, who admirably discharged
his difficult duties, and next after him in honour and responsi-
bility was Mr. 0. T. Metcalfe. The Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Bengal in the Famine department was TMr. C. E.
Bernard (a nephew of John Lawrence); and from him I derived
most valuable assistance. The local officers on whom the brunt
of the work fell most heavily were Mr.,C. H. Macdonnell and
Mr, F. 0. Macgrath. All the officers mentioned above were
members of the Covenanted Civil Service.

Many European officers of the army were employed in this
work with the utmost advantage. Native officers also were
selected and placed at our disposal by the Commander-in-Chief,
Lord Napier of Magdala, in order that they might render aid in
the administration of relief, Their military discipline and
training rendered them extraordinarily apt in this work. After
the conclusion of the operations, their good conduct was acknow-
ledged publicly.

It became my pleasant duty to prepare a long list of the
names of those non-official gentlemen, European and Native,
landlords or residents of the distressed districts, who by
charitable munificence t or unrewarded labours had contributed
essentially to the relief of distress.

Conspicuous service was rendered by the servants of the
East India Eailway Company; indeed without that railway the
Government grain could hardly have been conveyed to its